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DIMENSION PERFORMANCE

LuxembourgState-of-Play on open data - 2020 
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LuxembourgState-of-Play on open data - 2020 

There are topics where existing legislation prevents the opening up of 
some datasets. One well-known example are the Luxembourgish business 
registers, that can be consulted and where extracts can be ordered, but 
where the data is not made available with reference to the existing 
legislation. Another example is heritage data at the National Library 
where unknown copyrights prevent further openness. To address this issue, 
Luxembourg is adapting existing legislative texts if possible. 

A challenge is that most decision-makers seem to think and work in a 

"classic" way, and do not see the value that contributions from their side 
could generate in processes relying on free and open access to data. 
Opening up data is not considered as part of a solution to their problems 
or tasks, but as an unwelcome additional work. Another element may be 
sometimes the uncertainty about eventual legal questions or their 
uncertainty about the data quality: in the doubt they prefer not to publish 
or only do so when under pressure. 

To address these issues, Luxembourg is trying to spread the information of 
the legal context, the existence and availability of the national open 
data portal and of the re-use success stories and encourage holders of 
interesting datasets to open up their data

Governance

Legal

ADDRESSING BARRIERS OPEN DATA RE-USE

Last update: December 2020

The national open data portal of Luxembourg provides a 
designated area for open data use cases to provide further insight 
and inspiration into how open data can be used to create services, 
applications, and products. Currently, the page shows 132 open 
data re-use cases. When clicking on an application, the visitor does 
not only receive information about the application itself, but also 
information about what open datasets are used to develop the 
application and a direct link to these datasets. 

One of the best examples in Luxembourg is the national geoportal, 
one of the most active and important players in the national open 
data scene. The availability of official public sector geodata in 
different, re-usable, formats has paved the way for many interesting 
and relevant projects by other governmental actors. 

An example of that is the platform of the Flood Prediction Centre 
Luxembourg, that uses open data to provide information on 
measured water levels and forecasts of watercourses in 
Luxembourg, as well as additional information during flood warning 
times.

https://data.public.lu/en/reuses/
https://www.geoportail.lu/en/
https://www.inondations.lu/map;jsessionid=b1e3b7b415b73c93a9404b4d2865

